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Having often fallen, by Accident, 
into your Company (for I wou d not 
have you fo vain as to think 1 ſought 
it) I could not help taking notice of 
your great want of Underſtanding ; 

nay even of common Converſation, 

Which I think may be eaſily attain d, | 
it conſiſting ar preſent of nothing but 

Queſtions that hardly require any An- 
ſwer: But you really are ſo deficiennt 
of late, that eight or ten of you will 

fir round a Table for fix Hours to- 
gether, and fill up the Time with no- 

thing but Damnees, Curſes and Im- 
pom to make your Hearers 'be- 
 lieve, the No- Story you have told-—— 
Now, as I am a Well-wiſner to my 
Country, I would gladly baniſh Non- 
ſenſe for ever from the Land, and 
make a Law, that no Perſon ſuoud 
open his Mouth in Company, but 
thoſe who have ſometliing to ſay that 
may be inſtructive to the reſt. But 
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; as es 1s not. in my ; Power, 1 — 
made an Attempt to reduce Nonſenſe 


5 * Method; that ſo even that Faſhion- 8 | 


able. Talent may require Study, and 


| that Nonſenſe accented and , d 


accordin 12 to Rule may claim ſome 
Mlerit; 1 which Thouſands will come 
in fora Share of Praiſe, that hitherto 
have been looked upon with Pity by 

their Friends, and FRO FR . 
| Enemies. ” 


Pray, Se is it not a moſt 
vexatious Calamity to heat a Fellow | 
ſpeak for three Hours together, from 
no other Reaſon but the natural Mo- 
tion of his Tongue, and Impertinence 
put even Folly out of Countenance? 
To prevent, therefore, all ſuch Mo- 
nopolizers of vocal Abſurdities for the 
Future, I propoſe the following Rule, 
and hope all my ſtupid Friends and 
1 5 charnring AO will not think 
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ir too ſevere a Injunction; ; Ke . 


when all I propo 
a reaſonable Anſwer, viz, Every 


it that Day ſe nnight himſelf, and 
| becauſe I wo d not impoſe Rules 
upon others, chat 1 don't obſerve, I 
_ intend a Week hence give a * 
and cleat Anſwer to all hoſe” i in me 
XY ning Sheets. „ 
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cout any deſire of an A Seer ane 
$i Side, provided they do not ex 
from any other Perſon, except their 25 


Vers; fron that N dates: 


le is, that I may give 


Peron who asks a Queſtion, of what 
ſoever, ſhall be oblig d to anſwer 
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te following in gre 5 
they cannot, till I ſhall publim mỹ 
Reply; for my Predeceſſorti in Conun- 
drums have ſuffer d greatly. by this 
Practice, numbers of Readers having 


remain d ſilent till the Anſwers were 
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diculous Knowledge cry 1 aA, 1 
thought t that wou'd be the Anſwer —— _ 
To prevent which, 1 inſiſt upon it, 
no Anſwer belook'd upom as a Mark 
of Genius, after mine are extant; nor 
that they ſhall not pretend to amend | 
or alter any Replies; for if I once meet . 
= that Indignity, I do here declare, 
2 ublih a Volume of Queries chat 
ody can anſwer but my ſelf, which 
"wall not be = the Io 1800, = 
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ions, or confeſſing 


1 d, and then with an Air of ri- = 
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food. But, continu d be, as I have an 
Opinion of your Parts, I will put you 


i have * em in Manuſcrip t, he awou'd give 
n More. than "w Trader con d afford, 
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eln out of Faſhion; and tho . 


1 2 of great Value in former Days, 


the Mind of Man had taken ſo different 
a Turn, it wou d be now ſcarcely under- 


into xa Method which will anſwer your 
Purpoſe much better----- Write 4 few 
Sheets of Conmdrums, and puzzle, not 
inſtruct, pour Readers, if yon have 4 


turn that Way, I ant think any Price 


too high for your. Copy.--—- Wanting 
Money (as Poets cee do) I promi d 

70 try my Talent, upon his giving me his © 
Honour. not to. let the Morld know what = 
I was about---- But I ſoo found he had 
been blabing; for next Mz 


Con plimente nd Wes. be heara 1 cord 


baue, bu that if. 75 — va him. | 
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ſpruce Fellow, withs Cockalle' in bis Hat, 


came to m Lodging, and after. s feu 


'P R.E FA: 0 E. 
lng me, that as he was often a 4 to 


go into polite Company, he wou'd gladly 5 


be furniſs'd with ſomething new and 
| forightly to entertain em, and theſe Sort 
of Things he knew ould hit their Tafte---- 
T can't 75 but his Propoſal was much 
greater than my Bookſeller's; but I being 
a Patriot Wit could not part with any. 
thing to an Individual that might be of 
Service to my Country. I have Jad many 
Offers from the Lale, who wanted to 
 fweeten their Tea at my Expence, but I 
| hawe withſlood all Temptations, for the 


great Satisfattion of ſerving the Publick. 
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